
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Child Custody Evaluation Home Visit 

You'll want to prepare your home as well as possible. The evaluator's home visit gives him an idea of the 
environment your child will live in if you're granted custody. The evaluator won't just be checking to see 
if you have liquor bottles or dirty ashtrays strewn about. Although you don't necessarily need a maid to 
clean the place from top to bottom, you'll want to make sure your home is neat and clean. He'll be 
looking for a caring, healthy environment -- like children's art on the walls, family photos proudly 
displayed and healthy food in the kitchen. All appliances should be in working order, not to mention 
heating, plumbing and electrical systems. If the evaluator will visit while your child is home, you'll want 
to let your child know what to expect. Above all, don't coach your child regarding what to say during her 
time with the evaluator. Don't rehearse with her. If she parrots your feelings, the evaluator will notice. 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fumceuKWpZk 

 
 
On the following page you can review the Evaluator’ Home Visit Observation Form 
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Home Visit Observation Form 

 

 

1. Type of home: 
Apartment (Approximate number of housing units:  ) 
Single family home 

2. Number of bedrooms:   

3. Condition of home: 
Yes No N/A 

Inside of home hazard-free without any avoidable hazards 

Yard area hazard-free without any avoidable hazards 
Home was neat and clean 
Adequate living and/or family room furniture 
Adequate bedroom space and furniture for each child 
Remainder of the home adequately furnished 
Family pictures on walls or in photo album 
Pictures of opposite parent displayed 
Age-appropriate toys available for children 
Educational toys and games available for children 
Age-appropriate books available for children 

Comments and observations:   
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Name:   
 
Others Present:   
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Home Visit Observation 

 

 

4. Home baby-proofed with younger children: 
YES NO N/A 

Plastic inserts in electrical outlets 

Hazardous chemicals and medications stored safely 
Stairways gated 
Fenced yard area 
Hazardous toys and other small objects kept out of reach 
Hanging hazards eliminated 

 
Comments and observations:   

 
 
 

5. Children’s behavior: 
 

 Children’s Names 

Behavioral Observations      

Relaxed      
Anxious      
Talkative      
Happy      
Sad      
Moody      
Responsive to directions      
Seeks parental attention      
Aggressive behavior      
Oppositional behavior      
Affectionate      
Comfortable      
Unusual attention seeking      

Comments and observations:   
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Home Visit Observation 

 

 

6. Parental behavior interacting with the children: 

Yes No N/A 
Relaxed 

Responsive to children’s behavior 
Communication was direct and congruent 
Discussed only appropriate topics with children or when children present 
Appropriate tone of voice when talking with children 
Structured children without being harsh or overly intrusive 
Entered into children’s activities without stifling their spontaneity 
Able to adequately divide attention between children 
Responded to children in a developmentally appropriate fashion 
Praised children in an appropriate fashion 
Includes children in normal household activities and chores 
Encouraged cooperative play when more than one child present 
Responded with physical affection to children 
Met children’s physical needs (e.g., toileting, providing fluids, etc.) 
Provided appropriate and balanced meal (if mealtime) or snack 
Encouraged children in appropriate eating habits 
Encouraged children to be polite including appropriate table manners 
Talked about other parent in a positive and supportive fashion 
Responded positively if children mentioned other parent 

 
Comments and observations:   
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Home Visit Observation 

 

 

7. Behavioral observations of stepparent/significant other interacting with the children: 
Yes  No N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments and observations:   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

8. Children’s reaction to stepparent/significant other: 
 

Children appeared relaxed during interaction with stepparent/significant other 
Children actively interacted with stepparent/significant other 
Children sought stepparent/significant other’s attention and affection 
Children included stepparent/significant other in play or other activity 

Comments and observations:   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Relaxed 

Responsive to children’s behavior 
Communication was direct and congruent 
Discussed only appropriate topics with children or when children present 
Appropriate tone of voice when talking with children 
Structured children without being harsh or overly intrusive 
Entered into children’s activities without stifling their spontaneity 
Able to adequately divide attention between children 
Responded to children in a developmentally appropriate fashion 
Praised children in an appropriate fashion 
Included children in normal household activities and chores 
Encouraged cooperative play when more than one child present 
Responded with physical affection to children 
Met children’s physical needs (e.g., toileting, providing fluids, etc.) 
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Home Visit Observation 

 

 

Overall Impressions and Observations:   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 




